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(57) Abstract: A car navigation system having a speech rec- 
ognizing function capable of retrieving position information 
through speech recognition without requiring any registra- 
tion of speech recognition reference pattern of a wor<i to be 
recognized. The car navigation system comprises an acoustic 
unit recognizing means (115) which collates an input acous- 
tic feature vector produced by acoustic analysis of the speech 
uttered by a user with an acoustic model of each predeter- 
mined acoustic unit of a syllabic or a phoneme and outputs 
a related acoustic unit recognition candidate series, a word 
and position information registering means (118) which re- 
lates the acoustic unit recognition candidate series to position 
information acquired from a car navigation system body to 
each other and registers them in a word and position informa- 
tion relation dictionary, and a position information retrieving 
and outputting means (1 19) which collates the input acous- 
tic feature vector with the acoustic characteristic vector of 
each acoustic unit recognition candidate series in the word 
and position information relation dictionary, calculates the 
likelihood, and outputs to the car navigation system body the 
position information related to the acoustic unit recognition 
candidate series with the likelihood not less than a predeter- 
mined threshold. 
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